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MEMORANDUM OF COOPERATION 

on the sustainable development of the “Written 

Treasures of the Lower Danube Cross-Border 

Destination for Literary Tourism” 

 

(date …………….) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This Memorandum of Cooperation has been prepared in connection with the implementation 

of project No. ROBG-290 “The Written Treasures of Lower Danube”, funded under Interreg 

V-A Romania-Bulgaria Programme through grant contract No. 111750/01.10.2018. 
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The signing of this Memorandum of Cooperation establishes the cross-border network 

of stakeholders on the development of the “Written Treasures of the Lower Danube 

Cross-Border Destination for Literary Tourism”.  

The signing is effected by the enclosure of a declaration by each participant for 

participation and agreement with the terms of the Memorandum. The declarations are 

an integral part of the Memorandum. 

 

       

 

Global Libraries – Bulgaria Foundation (Bulgaria),  

Alexandru & Aristia Aman Dolj Library (Romania),  

Lyuben Karavelov Regional Library (Bulgaria)  

and all interested parties who have agreed to participate in the  cross-border network of 

stakeholders on the development of the “Written Treasures of the Lower Danube Cross-

Border Destination for Literary Tourism”  

(hereinafter referred to as “Participants”), 

 

RECOGNIZE the importance of their combined efforts and resources for the development of 

literary tourism in the cross-border destination Bulgaria-Romania (Lower Danube) and 

 

DEFINE AS A PRIORITY the setting of common goals and vision for the development of 

the "Written Treasures of the Lower Danube Cross-Border Destination for Literary Tourism" 

to be fulfilled with the coordinated actions of the Participants. 

 

 

 

 

PARAGRAPH 1 

SUBJECT OF THE MEMORANDUM 

 

Art. 1. The participants declare their will and commitment to unite actions and resources 

coordinated in type, time and place for the construction and subsequent development of the 

cross-border destination for literary tourism along the Lower Danube. 
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PARAGRAPH 2 

COMMON VISION, MISSION AND OBJECTIVES 

 

Art. 2. The vision, mission and objectives are in line with those outlined in the 

"Integrated Strategy for Sustainable Development of the “Written Treasures of the 

Lower Danube Cross-Border Destination for Literary Tourism”, 2020 – 2030.“ 

The recognised common VISION for development is   

"By 2030, literary tourism in the cross-border region of Romania and Bulgaria to have 

established sustainable rates of development." 

Art. 3. The outlined MISSION is  

Stakeholders to develop consistently and purposefully the literary tourism based on 

partnerships between the public sector, state and municipal institutions, libraries, 

community centres, the private sector and non-governmental organisations, which 

generates jobs, creates wide opportunities for development of entrepreneurship, long-

term economic and social benefits, increases tourism revenues, which will increase the 

competitiveness of the cross-border region. 

Art. 4. The OBJECTIVES of the activities of the stakeholders are: 

 Strategic objective 1: Developed competitive literary tourism products 

 Strategic objective 2: Sustainable growing consumption of literary tourism products 

 Strategic objective 3: Built sustainable partnerships 

 

PARAGRAPH 3 

PRINCIPLES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COOPERATION 

 

Art. 5. Principles concerning the organisational structure of the network of stakeholders 

and the way it operates 

 

Common principles based on international good practices include: 

 Commitment (responsibility) – this is a conscious need to understand, engage and 

identify the local community and take appropriate actions at an early stage. There is a 

clear vision of the common objectives of the stakeholder network and the efforts made 

by each of its members to cooperate and contribute adequately to achieving them; 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERREG V-A ROMANIA-BULGARIA  

 
                                     

 
 

 

     
 

    
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Project „e-MS code ROBG 290 “The Written Treasures of Lower Danube“,  

Interreg V-A Romania-Bulgaria Programe,  funded from the European Regional Development Fund-ERDF  

 Integrity - it is demonstrated when stakeholders are engaged in a way that promotes 

mutual trust and respect; 

 Respect – it is created when the rights, cultural beliefs, values and interests of 

stakeholders and neighbouring local communities are taken into account; 

 Transparency - there is transparency when the concerns of local people are addressed 

quickly, openly and effectively; 

 Inclusion – it is achieved when broad participation is promoted and supported through 

appropriate opportunities;  

 Trust – it is built through an open and valuable dialogue in which respect is 

demonstrated and the beliefs, values and opinions of the local community are 

respected; 

 Equality – the opinion and interests of individual stakeholders in the network are 

valued and accepted with equal weight; 

 Horizontal policies – no discrimination against stakeholders on religious, age, gender, 

ethnic, etc. principles is allowed; 

 Balance – it is the achievement of optimal ratios between representatives of the 

different stakeholder groups; 

 Adaptability – the network can change and grow and branch in different directions, 

according to the needs of the environment; 

 Volunteering – the participation of each of the stakeholders in the network must be 

voluntary and without the use of mechanisms of influence; 

 Autonomy – the different types of participants should contribute to the common 

purpose of the network, while respecting the mission of their organisation. 

 

Art. 6. Principles concerning the decisions for the implementation of competitive and 

sustainable literary tourism 

 

The first communication – Agenda for Sustainable and Competitive European Tourism 

(European Commission, 2007) – sets out the principles in Europe. These principles are:  

 Taking a comprehensive and integrated approach: All the different impacts of 

tourism must be taken into account in its planning and development.  
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 Long-term planning: Long term planning requires the ability to sustain certain actions 

over time.  

 Achieving an appropriate pace and rhythm of development: It is necessary to reflect 

and respect the nature, resources and needs of the host communities and destinations 

in the development of tourism.  

 Involvement of all stakeholders: a sustainable approach requires comprehensive and 

dedicated participation in decision-making and implementation in practice by all 

stakeholders involved in delivering the results.  

 Use of best available knowledge: Policies and actions must take into account the most 

up-to-date and appropriate verified sources of knowledge. Information on tourism 

trends and impacts, skills and experience acquired must be disseminated throughout 

Europe.  

 Risk mitigation and management (precautionary principle): Where there is 

uncertainty as to the results, a full assessment and preventive action shall be taken to 

avoid the possibility of harming the environment or society.  

 Reflecting cost impacts (user and polluter pay): Prices should reflect the real costs to 

society of consumption and production activities.  

 Establishment and respect of borders, where appropriate: The reception capacity of 

individual sites and wider tourist areas should be taken into account, with the 

willingness and possibility to limit, where appropriate, the scope of tourist 

development and the number of tourists.  

 Continuous monitoring: Sustainability is based on awareness of the impacts and their 

continuous reporting, so that the necessary changes and improvements can be made. 

 

These principles should be respected in the implementation of the activities of the 

stakeholders, and along with them the existing normative and strategic documents in the field 

of tourism at European, national and regional level. 

 

PARAGRAPH 4 

TERM OF THE MEMORANDUM 

 

Art. 7. This Memorandum shall be valid indefinitely.  
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Art. 8. The Memorandum may be updated and amended after obtaining the written consent of 

the Participants. 

 

PARAGRAPH 5 

PARTICIPATION 

Art. 9. Participants may request or terminate participation in the cross-border stakeholder 

network on the development of the “Written Treasures of the Lower Danube Cross-Border 

Destination for Literary Tourism” in writing to the Alexandru & Aristia Aman Dolj library 

(concerns Participants from Romania) or to the Lyuben Karavelov Regional Library (concerns 

Participants from Bulgaria).  

 

 

 

 

PARAGRAPH 6 

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS 

 

Art. 10. The operational objectives and activities of the cross-border stakeholder network on 

the development of the “Written Treasures of the Lower Danube Cross-Border Destination for 

Literary Tourism” are specified through the Mid-Term Strategic Plans for the development of 

the activities of the cross-border stakeholder network, as well as through the relevant 

additional provisions, regulations, etc., which should be brought to the attention of all 

Participants on an ongoing basis. 

 

       

 


